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Shoe Operatives Strike
Company; Cut Wages in
Violation of Contract

j A walkout of 40 union shoe oper-
atives has taken place at the River-
side Felt Slipper Co., 48 Walker St.,
as a result of a cut in wages of from

i 8 to 10 per cent.
The men, who are members of local

i 55 of the Shoe Workers Protective
union, decided upon a walkout, after
they had been informed that the wage
cut would take effect immediately.
The action of the company directly
violates an agreement, which had been
signed last year with the union, and
which does not expire till Sept. 1,
1927,

The company demands now that the
men accept the wage cut, and extend
the period of the agreement to Jan.
1,1928, a time which is usually slack
in that industry, and when a strike
would not affect the company seri-
ously. Extra demands are: before
going on strike the men agree to fin-
ish up work which the company may
have on hand at that time. The men
are to post SSO security, to live qp to
these demands. The company also
insist on the right to discharge 7
men, who have been on the regular
working force, before work is re-
sumed again.

Chester W. Bichby, business agent
of local 55, states that the strike is in
full progress, that full picket lines
have been established, and' that they
are out to win, and to force the com-
pany to live up to the agreement as
originally signed. The walkout is
sanctioned and has the full support
of the district council of the Shoe
Workers Protective union.

English Laborites And
Co-operators to Unite
LONDON.—An official alliance be- j

tween the Labor party and the co-
operative movement is likely, accord-
ing to London dispatches. The co-
operative movement has a member-ship of 5,000,000, part of which is al-
ready in the Labor party.

A report in favor of the alliance
will be submitted to a conference of
the cooperative party at the end of
January and is expected to be adopt-ed. • t

Declare Dividend.
Directors of the United States Steel

t orporation today declared the regu-
lar quarterly dividends of $1.73 a
share on the common and preferred
stocks of the corporation.

TASKS OF THE MINERS' CONVENTION
Tho administration tactics have

! been ruthless. Opposition leaders like
i Alexander Howat of Kansas, whose j

; only crime was that they wanted the
union to put up a real fight on be-1 1
half of the miners-’ interests, have been
barred as candidates for office and-
even expelled from the union for long'
periods. Others have been bought off, 1
Even conservative opposition of ele- 1
ments no less corrupt than EcwiaJ
such as Farrington, have been elim-j inated.

New Opposition Rises.
IJut just when Lewis thought that

; lie had completely destroyed all op-
; position, was the unchallenged czar

j of the U. M. W..to mle and ruin it
i as he saw wfit, Lewis finds himself
! faced with the most serious challenge
| in the last six years. All the worth-
i while elements of the U. AI. W. union,

I all those who see the impending!
i disaster that Lewis has been prepar-

j ing so long, all those who still believe'
that the union can bo saved and made
strong and again regain control of
the entire industry—have at last
united and found real leadership,!
headed by John Brophy, the progres-
sive President of district two, sup- :
ported by William Stevenson, mem-!
ber of the National Executive Board,
William Brennan, former president of;
the Vll'Best anthracite district of;
Pennsylvania, and other suph sub-!
stantial elements whose devotion to
the interest of the miner cannot be.
questioned. All elements that have the
fate of their union at heart have

: been rallying together in the “Save
the Union’’ committee, demanding the

| organization of the lost union fields;
demanding a fighting policy which

| would not be stopped by company
gunmen and court injunctions; de-

, mantling effective resistance to wage
cuts; demanding democratization of
the union which has become czar-
ridden' and boss-ridden; demanding
the reinstatement of those elements
which were expelled merely for their
devotion to the interests of the rank
and file of the U. M. W. and whose
expulsion drains the union of its life
blood and its fighting spirit and de-
siring tho union struggle for such :I
larger aims as the nationalization of i
the coal mines and the development l
of a Labor Party movement which
will make nationalization and the
abolition of labor injunctions two of
their cardinal demands.

Check Up Vote Count
The miners must also demand a

reckoning of the brazen election
steel just put thru by Ah- . Lewis,

j Over a month has passed since the j
j election and no tabulated returns j
have been given out by the national!

; office. The opposition is defying
i Lewis to give out a tabulated report ■!of the returns, local by local, and ;
Lewis does not dare comply with this 1
simple and elementary privilege of 1
every voting body to get full returns.. 1

Miscount Easy *.

It is just as if the Tammany ma-
chine in New York were to announce
that its candidate had been elected:
but were to refuse to give the vote]
‘by election districts where watchers
had tabulated and would be able to;
check up the honesty of the returns.
The mere fact that Lewis refuses to
give such a return is sufficient evi-j ,
dence that Brophy really carried the 1
election.

Members Pay
So that one of the fundamental!issues before this convention is the'

issue of honesty in union
tion; of the right of the rank and!
file who pay the dues, who fight the
fights of the union and have built i'
it and who somehow* manage to main-
tail it despite neglect, treachery and
open hostility, to elect their own (
officers and to remove, from office .
a self-perpetuating clique that have j
neglected and even betrayed their]
interests.

I Finally, it is to be hoped that out
jof the present convention comes,

: along with a constructive program
and along with progress toward the
democratization of the union, the uni-

i tying on a permanent basis of all
i progressive forces, of all honest I
unionists who love the union which
to them has been and' must again
become a shield for defense and a
weapon for the improvement of the
condition of the men who toil in the
mines. . ,

By BERT WOLFE
rT''HE United Aline Workers of Am-1-l erica is now holding its 80th con-
vention—the first general convention
of the union to be held in three years.
It promises to he the most import-
ant convention in the history of .the
organization. It comes on tfie eve of
an expected strike. It comes at a
time when tho union’ has lost nearly
200,000 members and the control of
the southern bituminous fields under
the misleadership of Mr. Lewis.

The report of the United States’
1 Bureau of Mines, made public yester-j

! day, indicates that over 66% of the'
: soft coal being produced in the coun- 1
try on December Si, 1925 (the date;
of the survey) was from non-union’
mines and that over 61% of the!
miners employed in tho production 11 of soft coal were not members of the ’

; union and were working in mines not!
, under tho union’s control.

.
Figures Prove Lewis Failed.

This evidence of the failure of Mr.
Lewis’ administration is made pub-!
lie by the government on the eve of
the convention with the intention of

i discouraging the demand for a strike,
it will be argued by those opposing a
strike that even if the strike is 100%
effective, it can close less than 35%

I of the producing units and can call
cut less than 40% of all the miners
in the industry. If the policies of
Mr. Lewis are again followed, this
is no doubt correct, for Lewis has

i nevfcr made an earnest attempt to i
| organize the non-union fields.

Genuine Strike Will Win.
The hope for a real struggle and

a real defense of the miners’ interests 1
can come only if the progressive ele-;
ments, which are sure to have a con-!
siderable number of delegates at the
convention, arc able to force a policy
of a genuine strike of the entire in-
dustry in which a determined effort
is made to organize the unorganized

I fields and make the U. M. W. of A.
I once more a union controlling the en-
| tire industry.

The only obstacle to this is the
cowardly and even treacherous lead-
ership of Mr. Lewis because no one, :
who knows the spirit of the men em-
ployed in the mining industry, can'

i doubt but that an honest call to themj
and a determined effort to organize j :
them would meet with an immediate
and enthusiastic response. They are
not non-union miner:, by- cKoiee but
thru the deliberate neglect qf Mr.
Lewis and his machine to organize
them.

Lewis Fights Union.
Lewis has displayed great weak-

ness in his struggle with the coalj
owners but great strength and fight- 1
ing spirit when it comes to struggling

1 with the rank and file of his own
union und their demands and inter-
ests.
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GREETINGS
Tlie I)AJL\ WORKER, since its existence,

has helped and inspired the left wing elements
to fight against graft and corruption in the
American trade unions. It has constantly
fought against exploitation of the workers,
and it had fearlessly unmasked the traitors
in the labor movement.

We wish that in the future The DAILY
W ORKER shall become more influential
among the American working class, for whose
interests it is always fighting.

»

| Philadetph’a and Dislricl 3of the Workers jCommunist | Party j
j welcomes Ihe DAILY WORKER to the East and greets its estab- Jlishment in New York with enthusiasm. Located within two hours

of this territory of 4,000,000 workers The DAILY WORKER will bej our mig-htiest instrument in the battle against the capitalist class, j
! Workers (Communist) Party, District 3, !

521 York Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa.
.! J. O. BENTALL, District Organizer, j
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Policies and Programs
The Trade Union Press
Strikes—lnj unctions
Labor and Imperialism .

“Worker Employer” Plan
Os Hillman Results In

Employer Keeping Wage
(Special to The Daily Workpr)

BALTIMORE, Md., Jan. 26.—Sid-
ney Hillman’s policy of “worker—em-
ployer cooperation,” has shown its
head in this town where the offieals;
of the Amalgamated Clothing Work-!
ers of America, it is alleged, have |
given their approval to a plan sug-!
gested by Henry Sonnenborn & C0.,,
largest shop in the city, employing
several thousand workers, for the

i latter to become stockholders “to pre-
vent the factory from closing {town.”!

During the last few years wages
have been reduced many times ae-|
cording to agreements reached with
Amalgamated officials. The last of
this scries of wage cuts taking place

j n few* weeks ago.
The Siren Sings.

Last .Monday morning, Sigmund)
! Sonnenborn, president of the concern,!
! came to the machines and made aj
I abort speech, informing the. workers
that “business is very bad and I am
losing money. Not only my own
money but that of my wrife and other
members of my family. But in order!
to save the concern and make it!
possible for you to continue to work!
here, 1 am willing that each and
every one of ydu become stockholders
and thus my partners. In that way
we will be able to continue the busi-;
ness shoulder to shoulder.”

The workers do not know how to
answer this amazing proposal, and
with the local Amalgamated officials
conspicuous by their closed mouths,
many interesting developments can
be expected in the immediate future.

Evidently Untrue That
Green and Walker Meet
iTo Curse Communists

In spite of the announcement of!
John Sullivan, president of the New
York Federation of Labor, that Mr.
William Green was to hold a confer-|
pnee with Mayor Walker late this
week or early next week—on the “al-
legations of graft and Communistic .

! activities in the recent fur strike,”
: the mayor’s secretary stated todayI that no appointment had been made j
! for Mr. Green to see the mayor. Ac-!

i cording to newspaper reports, Mayor
: Walker leaves next Saturday for a ,

j month’s stay in Havana so it looks
| as though there might be some diffi-
, culty about this repeatedly announced
“conference.”

No definite date of President
Green’s arrival in this city can be ob-
tained, and the Joint Board of the
Furriers’ union has heard nothing
from him or from any American Fed-
eration of Labor official about the
charges of police bribery which were
given such wide publicity.

Seven Hundred Havana
Leather Workers Quit
As Bosses Deny Union
(By a Worker Correspondent.)

HAVANA, Cuba.—Seven hundred j
leather workers hare declared a .
strike against the leather manufac-
turers. The main demand is the rec-
ognition of the'union.

Due to the lack of an organization
the leather workers slaved 12 hours
a day with low wag. * and bad san-
itary conditions. The ’ osses and the
foremen did wilh the workers as they
pleased.

Through the initiative of a group
of workers the leather workers’ un- I
ion was organized. The first act of ;
the union was to ask recognition. Al-
though this demand was sent to light!
manufacturers only, all the employers '
got together, condemned it as a Bol-
shevik demand, and decided on a lock-
out.

The workers found out about the
bosses’ decision, and declared a gen-
eral strike.

All unions of Havana congratulated 1
the leather workers on their action |
and financial support is already being
organized.

The solidarity of the workers is j
excellent.

Grand Rapids Crowd
Hears About Yankee

Imperialist Program
By Worker Correspondent.

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. The
Lenin memorial meeting here was a
very good one. About fifteen mem-
bers of the Workers party contrived
to bring an average of ten other
workers apiece, so that we had a j
hundred and fifty present.

The principal speaker was Rebecca I
Grecht, and she explained American
imperialism and the light of Lenin-
ism, and told about the difference be-
tween The DAILY WORKER and the

CHICAGO COUNCIL
FOR ALIEN AID

MAKES PROGRESS
Local Federation of Labor

Endorses Organization
CHICAGO, Jan. 26 (FP.)—Creden-

| tialed by the Chicago federation of
labor, the Chicago council for protec-
tion of foreign born workers is suc-
cessfully presenting the case against 1
the anti-aiien bills in congress to local
unions. The proposed photographing, 1
fingerprinting and registration of j
aliens, now under consideration at
VV ashington, meets no favor in Chi-

! cago labor circles.
The joint hoard of the Amalgu-

' mated clothing workers has donated :
. SSO to the council, which is headed by
Max Orlowsky of the machinists.
Other unions that have given or

I promised money in the campaign
whieh has just, begun are the cap- 1
makers, '‘machinists, cleaners and

; dyers, and the bakers. Fraternal or- j
: ganizutions like the Austrian aid so-

jciety and the Russian women’s pro-
i gressive league are co-operating.

Class To T>"ain Speakers.
The council urges unions to put the ]

; congressmen on record regarding
: their stand on the anti-alien hills. It
is conducting a class to train speakers

ion the significance of the bills and
their had effect on labor organiza-

' tion work, particularly in the basic |

industries where foreign born workers i
are numerous and where union ac- 1
Itivity could be seriously impeded by

j bringing government pressure on
! aliens who joined the unipn. A na-
turalization school is also conducted

I by the council.
The Chicago council is a branch of

the National council for protection of
foreign born workers of 41 Union
Square, New York.

Farmer Labor Forces
Os Minnesota Met to
Plan Further Activity

ST. PAUL, Jan. 26. (FP.).—With
eyes fixed on 1928, a presidential

j year, the farmer-labor forces of Min-■ nesota, after meeting in St. Paul Ipst
week, are making preparations for a

! conference of all farmer-labor and '
I third parties in the northwest. The
proposed conference is to whip things :

| into shape for a national farmer-1
I labor party that may play a con- 1siderable role in 1928.

Affiliation of all farmer and labor
organizations will be sought by the
state party which controls 1 U. S.
senator, 2 congressmen and about
one-third of tho membership of each
houso in the legislature, being second
'only to the republican party in Min-

| nesota, with the democrats nowhere,

i It polled over a quarter million vote 4
; last November.

Most of the business pertained to
slate affairs but the meeting took
time to denounce American imperial-
ist meddling in Mexico, Nicaragua
und China to demand the impeach-
ment of secretary of state Frank Kel-
logg, who is a citizen of Minnesota;
•to demand government ownership of
railroads, old age pensions, and equa-
ble taxation; to denounce injunctions
in labor disputes and the federal re-
serve banking system.

A farmer-labor press service and
ja monthly magazine were authorized.

| The Queensboro chamber of com-
i merce declared a survey just com-
pleted by the various departments of j
the chamber indicated that the popu- i

! lation of the borough of Queens on
| January 1, 1927, was 996,000, an in-!
I crease of 58,000 over the population
on January 1, 1926.

LONDON, Jan. 26.—Ten persons
were killed and ten injured in a col-1
lision between an express and a
freight train near Alsolonkn, accord-!
ing lo a Central news dispatch frqrn !
Budapest,

or twelve years.
A worker in the Chicago yards who

is familiar with the killing floors of
all the big puckers in Chicago, Kan-
sas City, Sioux City, Omaha and
South St. Paul told me that a cattle
butcher tv ho lasts longer than that
is an exception.

Can’t Stand Face.
If they don’t fall an easy victim 1

to rheumatism or some other ailment
induced by constant dampness, their
hands give way under the terrific
strain of their tools. Cattle butchers
in the Chicago houses lean over still
warm carcasses* and skin them at
the rate of 23 and 24 head an hour. 1

Between the years T9lB-1922 the'
butcher workmen were organized in.
a strong union. In those days they:
averaged 15 head an Hour. With'
their union smashed in the big strike
of 1922 the speed-up has been pressed
upon them in a progressive fashion
so that iu a few more months the
butchers will bo doing twice as much
as they did when tftey had their,
union. And for considerably less pay.l

Discontent Grows.
Mutterings of discontent are;

mounting in volume in the corrals
and on the killing floors. Men are,
being let out at a rapid rate as new
efficiency methods create a speeded
production requiring less hands for
the same amount of work. As it is,
there are thousands of butchers and
laborers out of work. The old time
looseness of discipline during the
union days when a hard worked and!
sweating butcher might run down for
a cup of coffee is no more.

Instead, the oppressiveness ofi
nerve-wrecking efficiency has come
on the scene. Come in only one min-
nute late and you are docked a solid
hour. A uniformed guard stands at
all time clocks and keeps watch at all
entrances and exits. Wages are be-
ing cut in cynical proportion as pro-
duction increases with less help.

All these things aro bearing down

§ LET’S GET ACQUAINTED l
8 The entire DAILY WORKER force J
8 just arrived from Chicago. £

8 will attend the

I CONCERT and DANCE
8 arranged by ?

g Pioneer Camp Committee and {
New York Daily Worker Builders Club c

§ for c
§ THIS SATURDAY, JANUARY 29 j
8 at c

HARLEM CASINO
116th Street and Lenox Avenue. 5

g ADMISSION 50 CENTS.

TICKETS on sale at Room 32, 108 East ] Ith Street.

LOSS OF UNION IN STOCKYARDS
CUTS SKILLED WAGE AND LIVES

OF WORKERS: DISSATISFACTION
By THUKBER LEWIS.

(Special to The Daily Worker.)
CHICAGO, 111., Jun. 26.—1 tis difficult to picture a more disagieviUh

toilsome or gruelling task than that performed daily by the GO.'.MjO odd v <■
era in Chicago’s stockyards and packing houses. The thousands of .In
in the vile-smelling abatoirs who stand for hours auj.lc dee,) in gore wiel IS'.g
knives and cleavers at an inhuman pace can’t last much more than than

on the stockyards and packinghouse
workers. Nor do the fraudulent com-
pany unions and insurance schemes
dull the cutting edge of the more in-
tense exploitation. The workers are

, seeing in these boss-controlled instru-
ments mere additiomr means of pres-

j sure.
When the best hog buteher m

Swift’s, for example, can’t make any
more than 47 cents an hour, the help-
lessness, or rather, the harmlessness
of the company union stands out like
a sore thumb. The workers never did

( take the company union seriously.
1 The last issue of Armour’s “Oval”,

, the house organ, boasted that 96%
, of the men gnd women in the plant
I voted at the last company union elee-

I tions. Armour workers laugh at this
and relate that when they came to
work one Monday morning they
found their cards missing out of the
clocks. They were given out only

■ after "voting” for “union officers”.
| That’s how Armour got a 95% vota.

Begin Again.
Old time union men who still carry

the scars of the big stockyards bat-
tles of 1916 and 1922 are beginning1 to see the yards ripen for another
qffort. "Within a short time a group
of these old warriors will seek a union
charter as the first step towards the
reorganization of Hie butcher work-
men. The initial steps ara going to
be hard, but the spirit is there and

j with help from the outside labor
movement a new beginning can be
made.

' —,

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Address all mail for The

DAILY WORKER to 33
First Street, New York,
N. Y.

a PASSAIC STRIKE STILL ON!
WE'VE WON IN FOUR MILLS I

HELP US SEAT THE REST!
GIVE MONEY PLEASE! For Coal for the Strikers* I lonics!
For Bread for their families! They have made a hard fight!
Now they are winning! Now you must help more than ever!
Give all you can! MAKE VICTORY COMPLETE!

Make all contributions by check or money order to

GENERAL RELIEF COMMITTEE
799 BROADWAY Room 22.'. NEW YORK CITY

(Ist 10c Coupons and sell them TO HELP T’S FEED the
Strikers' Children +*■-
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